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Neurofibroma of the Sacral Plexus.-R. S. HANDLEY, O.B.E., F.R.C.S. A woman of 25 complained that since the age of 10 she had suffered intermittent "electric" pains shooting down her left leg sometimes reaching the great toe. They were worse if she were constipated or if she lay on her left side. The pains had recently increased to the point of being a considerable nuisance. No orthopedic cause for the symptom was found by Mr. Philip Kerr, F.R.C.S., who referred her, but he had discovered a mass in the pelvis.
Full examination showed no abnormality except for the pelvic mass, which was clearly extra-rectal, fixed to the side wall of the pelvis, smooth, rubbery-hard, and apparently about the size of a flattened hen's egg. Palpation of it per rectum caused the tingling pain down the leg of which the patient complained. A sacral plexus neoplasm, probably a neurofibroma, was diagnosed.
With the patient in a steep Trendelenburg position, the peritoneal cavity was opened by a low left paramedian incision. The upper half of the tumour was easily seen. The peritoneum over it was incised and it was enucleated by blunt dissection, mostly with the finger. Venous oozing was checked by a pack, followed by implantation of gelfoam. Apart from a small hematoma, recovery was uneventful and the symptoms were completely relieved.
The specimen was a faintly lobulated tumour, measuring 3 in. by 2 in. by 1 in. and sections showed a typical, fairly cellular neurofibroma. Traumatic False-Aneurysm of the Posterior Tibial Artery.-E. C. B. BUTLER, F.R.C.S.
Male, aged 21. Four months before admission, patient had sustained a fractured right tibia and fibula which had been treated by plating. For six weeks there had been increasing swelling and aching of the right calf.
On examination.-There was good union of the fractured bones, and an obvious swelling of the right calf which had a bruit on auscultation. Arteriogram confirmed the presence of a large aneurysm arising from the posterior tibial artery.
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